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Turn with me, if you would, to the gospel of Mark, Mark chapter 10.
In Mark 10:18 we come to the third of Jesus’ questions that we are looking at in our series: “Jesus asked—.” 
We began this series by looked at the question Jesus asked in Mark 3:33 where he asked “…Who are my mother and my brothers?”
Jesus true family, the family of God, which is made up of all who have truly put their faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins and the promise of a new life in Him.

Adopted into the family of God you do the will of the Father. Because you have been forgiven and have been made new you now act in accordance to your new nature.

Last week we looked at Mark 8:37 “For what can a man give in return [or in exchange] for his soul?”
If you want to save your life you must lose it. Jesus calls his followers to deny themselves, take up their cross, and obey all he commands.
We must give up all control and claims over our old lives as we surrenders to Christ as our Lord and Savior.

The question we are going to be looking at this morning is found here in Mark 10:18. 
[Add some context]

In verse 17, were are told that as Jesus “…was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Then in verse 18 we read: “…Jesus said to him [rich young man], “Why do you call me good?”
Jesus then quickly adds this statement: “…No one is good except God alone.”
Now you might be wondering just what did Jesus mean when he said “Why do you call me good?”
And if you are you are in good company because others have asked that same question. There are a couple different ways this question can be taken depending on how you read it.
Have you ever gotten, or worse, sent a text message only to have it taken complete different than what was intended?

Part of the problem with a text message is that you can read the same words one way can it mean one thing but if you emphasize a different word it can mean something entirely different.

Take for example the simple sentence: I didn’t say she stole my money.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — Someone else said it.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — I didn’t say it.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — I only implied it.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — I said someone did, not necessarily her.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — I considered it borrowed, even though she didn’t ask.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — Only that she stole money.

· I didn’t say she stole my money. — She stole stuff which cost me money to replace.

We kind of have something like that going on here in Mark 10:18: “…Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.”
 Some read this, and in their head, they put the emphases on the word “me”. 
Why do you call me good? Only God is good.” In other words Jesus is saying: I’m not God so don’t call me good.
Other put the emphases on the word “except”: “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” Meaning: No one except God is good and sense I am good then I am God.”
The implication then is that, if I am who you say I am, then are your willing to do what I say you should do.

Keep in mind here; Mark didn’t write this question as a standalone thought. It was written down in a context. 
And it is when we understand the greater context around this question we begin to see where Mark intended the emphases to be placed.

When put in context I believe the emphases is on the word “why”: Why do you call me good?”

By putting the emphases here Jesus is questioning this man’s motives by asking him “Why do you call me good?” 

But let us look together at what the Bible really says before we jump to conclusions too quickly. 
Look back up in Mark, chapter 10 and we will pick up in verse 13:
Mark 10:13-22 “And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 
19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 
20 And he [the rich young man] said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 
21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.” 

First we have to take into consideration that this man is “praising Jesus highly” but then goes on to NOT obey what Jesus tells him he should do to inherit the eternal life that he desires.

Some quick remarks about the context. 

Jesus has just taught the people that to enter the kingdom of God (get eternal life) we need to accept it as a gift, just like the children who have no inhibitions (reservations) to accept gifts. 

Jesus tells us that we have to “unlearn” our adult behavior of “having to earn everything” because the bottom line is, we cannot earn God’s favor and grace. 

We can only accept it as a free gift of love. 

And the next thing we read is that this man comes up and asks “what MUST I DO to inherit eternal life”. 

This shows how much this is entrenched in our nature and how hard it is to accept the pure grace of God. 

But listen to this; God’s grace is without pre-conditions but not without consequences. 

God’s grace is without pre-conditions, without stipulation or requirement on our part, but it is not without consequences. 

God’s grace will change us! Whoever has truly tasted of God’s grace will strive to live a life which is pleasing to God because of that grace.

We can only guess why this man is praising Jesus so highly when he approaches him. 

He runs up to Jesus and kneels before him in a sign of respect. Calls him “good teacher”, oh wise and learned teacher…
Maybe he thought if he praises Jesus first, he might get a better answer from him? One that is “easier to fulfill”? 

But Jesus looks through these smoke screens and goes right to the core problem. 

Jesus isn’t swayed by this man’s attempt to win his favor the wrong way. 

Now, this doesn’t mean that this man was a total hypocrite--just trying to manipulate a bit in his own favor. Jesus won’t let him get away with it.

After all, this man was very serious with his quest. He was a very religious man and had diligently observed the commandments of God. 

When Jesus gives him a short list of commands, he responds that he has obeyed all these from his childhood on to this day. 

He was indeed a devout and committed Jew. 

Note, that Jesus basically lists what is called the second tablet of the Ten Commandments. These commands deal with our relationships with one another.

But in all his diligent observance of God’s law, there still was an insecurity on this man’s part. Was this “enough” to get eternal life?
There was something in him that didn’t let him rest in peace. He wanted to make sure that God would, in the end, accept him in the last judgment and grant him eternal life. 

This man had his priorities right at least on this part. He was concerned with this most important question of what do I have to do in this life to be in the right place after it is over and I have to face the judgment of God.

And Jesus acknowledges the right and good desire of this man, in fact we read that he looked at him and Mark tells us that “he loved him”. 

He sees that this man wants more and is serious about it, he knows this “religious observance of commandments” isn’t “it”.
Jesus sees the true desire of this man and because of his love for him he tells him what he needs for eternal life.

Jesus says: “sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me”.

This cuts right to the core of this man’s problem. He was rich and his wealth and the security that comes with wealth was too important for him to give up. 

He wanted eternal life, and he would have made great efforts to do many good deeds with his wealth and his abilities, no question about that. 

But giving it up completely? 

Trusting ONLY God and having his security in God only? 

This was too much for him. 

He did get the answer that he needed. But it was the answer that exposed his true heart. 

His wealth and position was more important than God. And he went away sad. 

At another time Jesus said: You cannot serve two masters. Either God or money. 

And Jesus’ command revealed that though this man had kept all the “outward commandments of behavior”, he was guilty of breaking the first commandment “I am the Lord your God, you shall have NO other gods before me”. 

Nothing is allowed to take priority over God. For him it was money, security, position, ...

“How can I get eternal life?” is the question. “Follow ME!” is the answer that Jesus gives.

Do you see what Jesus is claiming? He does NOT say, these are the teachings that God has given me. Follow these rules and you will get to heaven. 

Neither did he just say, “follow God, submit to God”, but he said “Follow ME!” 
Jesus talks to this man as if it is in his hand to give eternal life. 

Follow Jesus and you have eternal life. This is a constant theme of Jesus’ teaching:

I AM the resurrection and the life, who believes in ME will live (eternally), even though he dies (physically); and whoever lives and believes in me will never die (spiritually). -- John 11:25-26

I will give them eternal life and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. -- John 10:28

In the Gospel of John alone there are 16 passages connecting the very words “eternal life” with faith in Jesus. 

And not only with the faith in Jesus, but that it is Jesus himself who is GIVING this eternal life. Indeed Jesus several times says: I AM the LIFE.

Jesus didn’t say “I’ll show you the way”. He said “I AM the WAY”
Jesus didn’t say “I’ll tell you about the truth”. He said “I AM the TRUTH,” 

Jesus didn’t say “Following my words might give you a chance at eternal life”. He said “I AM the LIFE”. -- John 14:6

Jesus said: Follow me. [Dozens of times]

Look back to our text in Mark, Mark 10:23-27:
23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”
There is a lot more in this text than we have no time to go into this morning. 
The disciples, culturally, would have believed that wealth was the visible blessing of God, and so they are astonished that Jesus says it is hard for rich people to get to heaven. 

They ask, if not even those on whom God’s favor already rests who then? Jesus says, humanly it is impossible. 

NO MAN can enter heaven out of his own power. 

Jesus goes back to the teaching he was giving just before this rich young man came up to him. 

Like the Children we have to receive it from God as a gift. 

With MAN it is impossible [out of his own righteousness and good deeds], but God makes it possible [out of his love and grace]. 

It isn’t free of cost though. It does cost a hefty price to get to heaven. 
In fact, the cost is so high that no man can pay it. Therefore it is impossible with man. 
God has to pay, so that we can come in for free. 
What is the price for entering heaven? Let us read on, it is all in the text: 
Mark 10:28-31 “Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
Leaving ... to follow Jesus results in receiving ... eternal life.

How? How is this price paid that offers us heaven and eternal life which we can impossibly earn on our own? Just read on it is all there.

Mark 10:32-34 “And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. 
And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 
34 And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

Now skip down to verse 45: “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Jesus’ death on the cross is the price. There he will pay the price for our sin and ransom us from hell. 
So my friends “Why do you call Jesus good?” Is it flattery, lip service, hoping to get out of Jesus what you want?

Are you trying to impress Jesus with just how “good” a person you really are?

Are you will to leave it all, including your own righteousness, and follow Him?
Jesus is good. And because of who he is and what he has done on the cross we too can be good. All things are posable with God.
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